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Abstract

The ultimate goal of this study is to shed light on an important stage in the history of Spanish
football, which was characterized by the exploitation and employment of the dictatorial
regime during the Franco era (1939-1975) for the sport of football as the most popular sport
in the country, with the intention of propaganda and polishing the nature of the fascist regime
that dominated various aspects of life in Spain during the thirty-six (36) years of rule, This
stage was characterized by the restructuring of the national football championship, a shift
towards professionalism as an attempt to achieve modernization and bridge and overcome the
difference that separated Spain from other advanced Western European countries in this field,
as the Spanish political system supported sports clubs such as the Royal Club, and
transformed them into Propaganda devices for Francoist patriotism and attacking every
regional movement with separatist political goals (Catalonia and Basques in particular). To
reach our goal, we reviewed and approved a set of academic studies and some newspapers
that were contemporary to this historical stage, or that were issued in a late period and
contributed to clarifying the specificity of the political transformations that occurred on the
land of Spain in relation to the football boom that this European country knew, which
invested sports to serve its goals. Nationally and internationally.

Keywords : football, francophone, patriotism, fascism, Nazism, professionalism, separatist

tendencies.
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e Manuel, Vazquez Laguna, "Francisco Franco : dictatura y futbol:
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