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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the role of international standards for internal auditing in improving the
internal audit activity, a field study was held on employees of internal audit departments in the Ministry
of Education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the researcher adopted the descriptive analytical method
to achieve the aim and objectives of the study .The data was collected using a questioner that the
researcher designed and validated before distributing it to the study population (N=150) of employees
from the Ministry of Education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's internal audit departments. The data
was then statistically analyzed using the SPSS software. The results reveal that :Internal audit practice
was largely common among Ministry of Education internal audit department employees .The fact of
implementing international standards for internal auditing in audit departments, as well as the
perspectives of internal audit department employees at the Ministry of Education in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia were investigated, which are represented in (authority and responsibility - independence
and objectivity - skill and professional care) to a high degree .The results also showed that there were
no statistically significant differences (a = 0.05) in the responses of the study population about the role
of applying international standards for internal auditing in improving the internal audit activity at the
Ministry of Education in the Kingdom due to the effect of gender, educational qualification, years of
experience, while statistically significant differences appeared ( a = 0.05) due to the effect of job
position and in favor of an assistant internal auditor. Based on the results, the researcher made several
recommendations as listed below :Holding meetings, discussing strategies based on prioritized risks,
and disseminating the audit results are all ways to improve communication and enhance the periodic
and formal communication techniques between the director of internal audit and the chief authority in
the administration. Individually encouraging auditors or internal auditors to improve their abilities
through continual professional development and considering them towards the criteria for evaluating
individual performance.

Keywords: internal audit, international standards for internal auditing
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