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Protecting the moral rights of the film director in the Saudi law

Abstract: The work of a director in the film industry is considered a fundamental
pillar, as their work involves verifying the artistic completeness of the work and
presenting it to the recipients in its integrated artistic form. Their work is
characterized by innovation and creativity, which gives them literary rights
guaranteed by relevant international legislation and agreements related to intellectual
property rights. The Saudi regulator has guaranteed the director's literary rights in the
Copyright Law, as they are considered a co-author of the audio-visual work. These
literary rights include their right to attribution of the work, the right to object to any
infringement of the work, the right to modify or delete it, and the right to withdraw it
from circulation. The director usually exercises their literary rights according to the
contract with the producer to exploit the work financially under the provisions of the

law with the aim of producing the film. In any case, the director has the right to
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exercise these rights as rights closely related to their personality, which do not fall
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away by granting the right to exploit the work in any way. The Saudi regulator has
ensured civil and criminal protection of the director's innovative work, and has
instructed the Intellectual Property Authority to regulate violations committed against
their literary rights. The competent committee at the Intellectual Property Authority
shall consider such violations and issue decisions concerning them, and the parties
may object to such decisions before the commercial court. The commercial court also

considers compensation claims arising from violations of the Copyright Law.

Key terms: (film director, literary rights, author's rights, intellectual property, legal

protection)
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