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Abstract

This study investigates the impact of tourism sector on the Saudi economy by analyzing several indicators and
measures using qualitative analysis. The paper collects publicly available data from secondary sources to analyze
the tourism impact. One major source of data is the annual reports issued by the Saudi Central Bank, which covers
tourism activities in the Kingdom especially during the 2015-2022 period. Other secondary data sources include
studies, interviews, and reports about the contribution of tourism to the Saudi economy. Several indicators are
chosen to analyze the impact of tourism on the Saudi economy. These indicators include tourist spending, the
number of local tourists by destinations - regions, the number of international tourists by arrival regions, domestic
tourism spending, overseas tourism spending, spending on departure trips according to the purpose of the visit,

average per capita income, tourism revenues, GDP growth, and real GDP growth rates in Saudi Arabia. The results
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show that the tourism sector has had a strong impact on GDP growth especially in the period following the Corona
pandemic. Such success of tourism in Saudi Arabia can primarily be attributed to the government support and its
2030 Vision to diversify its economy away from oil. Based on the study results, we recommend more
diversification of tourism products, and more investments in tourism infrastructure and modern technologies.

Keywords: tourism, economy, Saudi Arabia, GDP, Saudi Central Bank.
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