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The legal regulation for the worker's right in invention: Analytical

study According to Saudi Law and International Agreements
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Abstract: The purpose of this study is to examine the legal regulation of
an employee's right to invention in the Saudi Law, and to elucidate the
position of international agreements regarding the international legal
protection of an employee's rights to their invention, as well as the impact
of employment contract obligations on these rights. The study used an
analytical method by examining the laws and provisions regulating an
employee's right to invention. The main question of this study is whether
the provisions of the Saudi Labor Law are sufficient to regulate the issue
of an employee's right to invention in comparison to what is stipulated in
international agreements such as TRIPS and the Paris Convention
regarding the legal protection of an employee's right to invention. The
study concluded that all types of employee inventions in the Saudi Law—
whether invention service, invention incidental, or free inventions—share
the common characteristic of attributing the personal right of the invention
solely to the employee, despite differences in detailed provisions. The
study recommends that the legislator should stipulate that the agreement
between the employee and the employer regarding the invention reward
should be made after evaluating the profit from the invention's investment.
It also recommends the necessity of regulating the employee's obligation
to inform the employer of any invention they achieve and binding this
notification to a specific timeframe to balance the rights of both the
employer and the employee regarding inventions made during
employment.

Key Words: labor — employment - employee — Invention - Intellectual
Property Rights Employment contract — employer — Patent — TRIPS
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