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Priorities of Grammatical Lesson and its Methodological Foundations among Ancient
Grammarians, In Opposition to the Modern Linguistic Study Method
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Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts and Humanities -
King Abdul-Aziz University
Jeddah - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
ialfiafy@kau.edu.sa

The shortcomings in understanding the linguistic principles of the linguistic study by some modern linguists led
them to object to it, and not be complacent with the old grammatical concept. Their objection took two forms
within the limits of the studied science , namely:

The first objection: The ancient linguists limited the linguistic study and confined it to the issue of syntax.

The second objection: The shortcomings of some linguistic rulings; because they were formulated based on
incomplete induction.

This last objection is what prompted me to write this research due to the many fallacies in understanding the
concept of "incomplete induction”, and their applications of this principle to linguistic reality.

We concluded that the incomplete induction that some modern linguists considered a flaw in the work of
grammarians is rejected by virtue of the method drawn by grammarians, the limit they set and the goal they
intended. Incomplete induction is the method adopted in scientific research, and they define it as: the judgment
on the whole for its existence in most of its parts.

Grammarians are aware that achieving total consistency of the rule is impossible, so they began to search for
what would help them achieve that goal, so they followed induction with analogy. They intended by it to
generalize the part to the whole in order to arrive at the rule "for without the process of generalization,
knowledge would not have been possible, and its function would have been limited to piling up scattered

observations or experiences that have no connection".
Search keywords
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