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The Evidence of Predication Process in Sibawayeh’s The Book in light of the
Optimality Theory
Abstract

The present research examines the poetic evidence of the Predication process in
Sibawayh's Book. The evidence will be analyzed in light of Optimality Theory, which
is worth noting as one of the most recent theories in modern linguistics. It addresses
all linguistic issues and is not limited to a specific aspect. It can be applied to
phonology and morphology just as effectively as to syntax, making it concerned with
all the intricate details of linguistics. This theory does not reject usages that deviate
from prescriptive rules; instead, it studies them more objectively than previous
linguistic theories. It considers such usages to be examples of language use that goes
against one or more rule requirements, resulting in grammatical inefficiency. These
infractions are then graded and classed based on a predefined framework. The more
closely a usage adheres to the norm, or the fewer infractions it has, the better its
optimality. In this way, the theory approaches language with greater flexibility than
previous theories. This research utilizes the descriptive-analytical approach, as it
involves surveying and collecting evidence of the predication process in Sibawayh's
The Book. It then presents the perspectives of linguists on the issues related to poetic
evidence, followed by an analysis and discussion of the poetic evidence according to
Optimality Theory. This study concluded with several findings, the most significant
of which is that Optimality Theory contributes to reconsidering evidence from poetic
necessities and irregular usages. It is noteworthy that early Arab scholars recognized
the notion of usage, as evidenced by their reasoning for deviations from grammatical
rules due to poetic necessities. Since the phonological, morphological, and syntactic
levels of language are interrelated and complement each other, one of the main
conclusions of this study is that Optimality Theory can be used at all of these levels.
From this vantage point, linguistic evidence can be comprehensively examined using
the Optimality Theory lens, taking into consideration all linguistic elements found in
the data.

Keywords: Optimality Theory, standardization, Syntax, Sibawayh.
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I Optimality Theory: (Alan prince and Paul Smolensky) Constraint International in
Generative Grammar, RoA version, August, 2002

2. Optimality Theory: Phonology, Syntax, and Acquisition. Edited by: Joost Dekkers,
Frank vander Leeuw and Joren van de Weijer. Oxford University Press

3. Optimality Theory, Phonological Acquisition and Disorders. Daniel A. Dinnsen
and Judith A.Gierut published by UK: Equinox Publishing 2008. "Fundamentals of
Optimality Theory", Daniel A. Dinnsen.
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