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Representation imagery in Assyrian Texts - A Study in the
Rhetoric of the Akkadian language

Prof. Dr. Safwan Sami Saeed
Abstract

The research addresses an aspect of rhetoric in the Akkadian language, focusing
on figurative imagery in Assyrian texts (1500-612 BCE). This effort is worthy of
attention as it highlights what the Assyrians achieved in their ability to perceive the
subtleties of rhetoric through the selection of meanings, choosing balanced and
harmonious expressions, and observing things from unique perspectives that help
reveal associations and note similarities between elements. In doing so, they
created images of simile, metaphor, and analogy that held great significance.
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These images occupy a prominent place due to their tremendous value in
clarifying ideas and generating imagery, beyond their aesthetic appeal. The
complexity they present is not merely stylistic; rather, it reflects a level of
rhetorical precision that requires insight and intelligence to understand. Moreover,
it necessitates knowledge of its purpose and what it aims to convey to the audience.

Based on this, the research adopts an analytical descriptive methodology that
steers between research, analysis, and simple illustration. It aims to provide the
reader with clear textual evidence that reveals aspects of rhetoric in the Akkadian
language (specifically Assyrian dialect), and what characterizes this language in
terms of its originality and rich cultural heritage.

keywords: Representational images, Assyrian texts, rhetoric of the Akkadian
language, simile, metaphor, metonymy.
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