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Abstract

This study aimed to examine how the sign of “Arabs” operates and its cultural
patterns within the poetic text, based on Nizar Qabbani’s poem titled “Mattd
v ‘Inwn wafat al-‘Arab? ” It seeks to uncover the semiotic function of this sign as a
central marker that carries external semantics rooted in its cultural references, as
well as a textual sign that generates internal semantics through the power of
poetic expression.

The study employed two scientific approaches: the descriptive and analytical
methods, in order to reveal how this sign functions within the text. It also utilized
the tools of critical semiotic methodology to uncover its meanings by observing
the extension of this sign into its external cultural references, as well as the
performative and affective acts within the text that created various semantic
processes.

It found that Nizar Qabbani’s poem draws on the cultural connotations of the sign
"Arabs" from its external referents such as blind subservience, cultural stagnation,
and ugliness to generate internal semantic processes consistent with the poet’s
personal stance, relying on the power of poetic expression. Among these
processes are: sarcasm, annihilation, rejection, resentment, despair, frustration,
and clarity.

The study concluded that the sign of “Arabs” is the main semiotic engine through
which Nizar Qabbani’s poem operates both its external and internal semantic
processes. This was achieved by activating a set of historical and contemporary
cultural signs thirty in total including: tribe, people, Quraysh, Kulayb, Mudar,
homeland, Aden, Jericho, the Euphrates, soldiers, armies, intelligence forces,
wars, conquests, and victory.

It found that this sign is shaped by five cultural systems: the human system, the
cultural system (historical and social), the spatial system, the political system, and
the military system. These systems encompass the signs that function within the
text’s space, carrying Semantics from their external cultural references and
generating new semantics through the poem’s poetic power, derived from both its
performative and affective acts.

Keywords: Cultural sign, semantic, semiotics, Arabs, cultural system.
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