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Abstract:

4digly wge 2aae Mohammad Mosa Darawshe, Phd Researcher in Teaching and Learning, at
An-Najah National University.

Huell s cLle Lo Dr. Alia Yahia Assali, Associate Professor in Curriculum and Instruction in
the Faculty of Humanities and Education at An—Najah National University.

This research examines the official educational discourse in the civics textbook 7o Be
Citizens in Israel in a Jewish and Democratic State directed at Arab secondary schools, by
deconstructing the concepts of citizenship, identity, and human rights, and investigating the
extent to which core principles of civic education—such as equality, political participation,
social justice, cultural pluralism, and shared responsibility—are incorporated. The study
employs a qualitative content analysis methodology to uncover structural and symbolic
biases in educational texts, and uses thematic coding to classify the content into three main
categories (citizenship, national and cultural identity, and rights) alongside subcategories
that reveal patterns of representation and exclusion. The reliability of the coding process
was assessed using Holsti’s formula, yielding an agreement rate of 89.7%, which indicates
a high level of reliability of the analytical tool. The findings show that citizenship is framed
as conditional loyalty and political compliance rather than as a space for accountability and
critical participation; identity is constructed exclusively in Jewish terms, with a complete

erasure of Palestinian and Arab identity in language, symbols, and narratives; and rights are
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presented in an individualistic and symbolic manner, without acknowledgment of structural
discrimination or collective rights. The relationship between the state and the citizen is
depicted as a vertical, authoritarian relationship that imposes duties on the individual without
providing tools for accountability, while the Arab minority is reduced to an undifferentiated
“minorities” category with no recognition of its Palestinian identity or historical narrative; at
the same time, educational values emphasize loyalty and discipline at the expense of
equality and pluralism, thereby reproducing symbolic hegemony through curricula and
textbooks.

In light of these findings, the study recommends a comprehensive revision of the civics
curriculum and textbooks for Arab schools, grounded in principles of critical citizenship
education, to recognize Palestinian Arab identity, address structural inequalities, and embed
values of equality, pluralism, and democratic accountability in the official educational

discourse.

Keywords: Civic Education; Critical Citizenship; Palestinian Arab ldentity; The Arab Minority;
Symbolic Exclusion; Structural Tensions.
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