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Abstract

This study aims to explore knowledge economics and its applications in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia in light of Vision 2030, using a simplified mixed-methods approach that combines
qualitative-descriptive analysis with a simplified quantitative method based on official
indicators from national and international sources. The study addresses seven main themes
distributed across four research questions. The first theme examines the concept and
characteristics of the knowledge economy, while the second explores its Islamic perspective
grounded in optimal resource utilization and the pursuit of knowledge. The third theme
addresses the importance of knowledge economics, its features, and the role of leadership in
driving the transition toward it, highlighting knowledge leadership as a new leadership model
based on empowerment, innovation, and knowledge sharing. The fourth theme reviews the
fields of the knowledge economy and its complex challenges, and the fifth reveals its practical
applications in Saudi Arabia, including technology valleys, smart cities, artificial intelligence,
digital governance, and Chinese language education. The sixth theme discusses the concept,
types, and relationship of colorful economies to sustainable development goals. The seventh
theme tracks Saudi Arabia's knowledge trends and quantitative indicators from the Vision 2030
Annual Report 2025, which revealed the Kingdom's leading position in several international

indices in technology and artificial intelligence, with the digital economy contributing 15.8%
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of GDP. The study concludes with recommendations to enhance investment in human capital,
expand science and technology parks, and integrate colorful economies into national

development strategies.

Keywords: Knowledge Economy, Colorful Economies, Human Capital, Vision 2030, Digital

Transformation, Knowledge Leadership.
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