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Problems of Education Financing in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia considering
Vision 2030

ABSTRACT

This comprehensive qualitative study addresses the problems of education
financing in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and examines the major challenges
facing the educational system considering the objectives of Vision 2030 and the
Kingdom’s efforts toward building a diversified knowledge-based economy. The
study adopted a qualitative analytical approach, utilizing document analysis and a
review of relevant academic literature, in addition to examining official reports
issued by the Ministry of Education and other relevant governmental entities. The
findings revealed a set of complex financing-related problems centered on
excessive dependence on centralized government expenditure, limited private
sector participation in education financing, and disparities in resource allocation
across different geographical regions. Furthermore, the study identified
shortcomings in technical and vocational education, as well as inefficiencies in
aligning its outcomes with labor market demands. The study also highlighted the
gap between public and private education in terms of quality and funding, while
exploring the most prominent proposed reform trends to address these challenges.
The study concludes that achieving genuine reform in the education financing
system requires the adoption of innovative participatory financing models, the

development of effective governance frameworks, the enhancement of spending
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efficiency, and the strengthening of the link between financing and the human

development outcomes targeted by Vision 2030.

Keywords: Education financing, Vision 2030, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, higher
education, private sector, technical and vocational education, educational reform,

educational governance.
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