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Abstract

This study examines alternative pathways for reducing the impact of
economic and health crises on sustainable development in Iraq. It argues
that compound crises affect not only growth indicators but also state
priorities, institutional capacity, and the relationship among economic,
social, health, and environmental policies. Drawing on the thesis and
recent national and UN documents, the study finds that effective crisis
response requires not a return to pre-crisis conditions, but the
development of a more resilient model based on economic diversification,
stronger health systems, expanded social protection, digital
transformation, and greener development pathways. The study shows that
COVID-19 exposed structural weaknesses in Iraq, including economic
rentierism, unstable development financing, data gaps, uneven
institutional performance, and dependence on oil revenues. It concludes
that successful alternatives must integrate short-term recovery, medium-
term institutional reform, and long-term structural transformation.
Accordingly, it proposes six interconnected pathways: resilient state and
health institutions, productive economic diversification, social protection
and human capital, digital and data transformation, green growth and
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climate justice, and multilevel governance. The study emphasizes that the
success of these pathways depends on turning the Sustainable
Development Goals into binding standards for budgeting, public policy,

and monitoring.

Keywords: sustainable development, compound crises, COVID-19,

economic diversification, governance, social protection
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