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Abstract

This study aimed to evaluate and examine the current status of legal and procedural protection
for trade secrets and commercial data within the Saudi cyber environment. It further sought to
assess the adequacy of existing regulatory provisions and their alignment with rapid digital
advancements in light of the objectives of Saudi Vision 2030. To achieve these objectives, the
study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach to diagnose relevant legislative frameworks and
international agreements, while analyzing judicial protection mechanisms and alternative dispute
resolution methods for information-related disputes. The study yielded several key findings, most
notably that the Saudi legal system possesses a flexible foundational structure that complies with
international standards, such as the TRIPs Agreement, for protecting confidential data.
Additionally, the judicial framework offers a diverse package of contractual, tort-based, and
criminal deterrence pathways. However, the study simultaneously revealed procedural gaps and
structural challenges that hinder immediate, dynamic enforcement; these include the fragmentation
of judicial jurisdiction, the absence of an independent criminal component within the Trade Secret
Information Protection Regulation, and the newly emerging legislative challenge of balancing
intensive digital security with climate sustainability requirements (Green Cybersecurity). Based
on these findings, the study put forward a set of recommendations, chief among which is the urgent
need to update the Trade Secret Information Protection Regulation and transform it into an
independent, comprehensive statute that includes an explicit criminal framework. It also
recommends unifying the procedural venue by assigning trade secret lawsuits exclusively to
commercial courts, drafting a national guiding manual to define the standards of "reasonable
protective measures," encouraging flexible administrative mechanisms such as ICANN rules to
settle cross-border digital disputes, and finally, adopting supportive legislation for green
cybersecurity to ensure a precise balance between rigorous digital security, environmental
protection, and the influx of qualitative investments.

Keywords: Legal Protection, Trade Secrets, Saudi Cyberspace, Unfair Competition, Anti-Cyber
Crime Law.
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